
How to Paint Snowy Landscapes in a
Loose, Impressionist Style

PAINTING
SNOW

Malcolm Dewey



How to Paint Snowy Landscapes in a Loose, Impressionist Style

How to Paint Snowy Landscapes in a Loose, Impressionist Style

How to Paint Snowy Landscapes in a Loose, 
Impressionist Style
By Malcolm Dewey

Painting snow scenes in an Impressionist style involves capturing the essence and mood of the scene

rather than focusing on detailed representation. Here are ten tips to help you achieve that loose,

expressive style in your snow-�lled landscapes:

Important: These tips must be practiced over time:
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 Use a limited color palette to create harmony in your painting. Cool colors like

blues, purples, and grays work well for snow scenes. Introduce warm tones

selectively for contrast.

Loose Brushwork:
 Use loose and bold brushstrokes. Avoid getting caught up in details. Use a larger

brush and experiment with expressive strokes to suggest the texture of snow.

Imply Rather Than Define:
 Instead of meticulously painting every tree or building, imply their presence with

suggestive strokes. Allow the viewer's imagination to �ll in the details.

Play with Light and Shadow:
 Capture the unique quality of light on snow. Use varied values to represent

shadows and highlights. Pay attention to the way sunlight re�ects off the snow,

creating interesting patterns. This requires using a variety of brush strokes.

Experiment with Texture:
 Use palette knives and bristle brushes to create interesting surface textures for

snow. Experiment with different techniques by combining these tools in the same

painting. This all helps to convey the feeling of a snowy landscape.

Dynamic Composition:
 Create movement and interest in your composition. Consider diagonal lines,

varying heights of elements (like trees or hills), and irregular spacing to add a

sense of dynamism.

Choose a Limited Palette:
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Capture Atmosphere:
 Impressionism is about capturing the mood and atmosphere of a scene. Consider

the weather conditions, time of day, and overall feeling you want to convey in

your snow scene. There must be a clear light effect: bright light, cool overcast,

misty and so on

Work Wet-in-Wet:
 Allow some of your colors to blend on the canvas by working wet-in-wet. This can

create a more spontaneous and atmospheric effect, especially when depicting

snowy landscapes.

Use Broken Color Technique:
 Apply colors in small, separate strokes rather than blending them completely.

This technique, known as broken color, adds vibrancy and energy to your

painting.

Step Back and Evaluate:
 Periodically step back from your canvas to evaluate your work from a distance.

This can help you see the overall effect and make adjustments to achieve the

desired impression.

Remember, the key to Impressionism is capturing the feeling of a scene rather than creating a precise

replica. Experiment, have fun, and let your personal style shine through!
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Grow Your Painting
Skills

Do you love to paint? Of course you do, but maybe you are frustrated by

your progress? 

The only way to grow your painting skills is through regular painting

practice. Sounds reasonable.

The next step is to practice the right way with simple guidelines and

positive feedback.

That is why I have created the Artist's Live Channel. It is a regular and

consistent way to practice your painting. 

Also it is a lot of fun. No pressure. 

You can do as little or as much work as you like. You decide what is best for

you. All I ask is that you commit to painting at least once a month.

Sound good? 

Find out more about the Artist's Live Channel here.

https://malcolmdeweyfineart.newzenler.com/courses/artists-live-membership

